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Brussels 11 July 2019

Dear Mrs Von Der Leyen,

We would like to thank you for yesterday’s exchange of views with the Renew Europe
Group on your priorities and commitments as the Commission-President designate.
In this context, we would like to welcome your positive reaction to the holding of a
Conference on the Future of Europe. We also welcome your strong commitment to
gender equality within the Commission and in particular its President.

European citizens expect a better Europe, a Europe that does things differently and
the Renew Europe Group will seek the best way to achieve that. We are ready to put
all our energy and efforts to renew Europe and we expect the same from the next
European Commission.

Therefore, following our Group meeting yesterday, we have a number of outstanding
issues that will clearly determine our support for you as possible President of the
European Commission.

o First, the rule of law is the cornerstone of EU’s stability and prosperity.
Therefore, we insist on a very clear and unambiguous commitment to put in
place a European mechanism on the rule of law, to ensure that our
Sfundamental values are respected in all Member States. Such a mechanism
must include a sanctions regime, based on independent experts and
reviewing all Member States, for dealing with possible breaches of the
values referred to in article 2 TEU. We will only be part of a political
majority in your support if it is based on European values, values which for
us are non-negotiable.

e Second, beyond your general endorsement of the Conference on the Future
of Europe, we would require clarity on how you envisage this conference to
function and exactly what you believe that the outcome should lead to. As
you will appreciate, we believe that such a conference should first and
foremost assess the state of European democracy and provide a new system
to replace the clearly unsatisfactory Spitzencandidat system with a system
that can be validated through the vote of all EU citizens. We also believe
that the Conference for Europe should also look at wider issues that are of
concern to citizens.

o Third, concerning the first two vice-presidents of the Commission, we expect
there to be no differentiation of status between Mr Frans Timmermans and
Mrs Margrethe Vestager. To be clear, Mrs Margrethe Vestager should be
on exactly the same footing as Mr Frans Timmermans, with a strong
political responsibility, with decision-making power and a solid portfolio.
This was part of the Council commitment and any retreat from this would be
unacceptable to our Group.
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All the issues above are cumulative and we will need for each one of them a clear
and explicit commitment from your side.

We want to underline that for Renew Europe, there can be no status quo concerning
environmental issues. It is essential that the Commission has a very ambitious
agenda for making significant changes in terms of our emission targets reduction.
We believe that, by 2030, we should be reaching a reduction of at least 55% of GHG
emissions compared to 1990 levels. A commitment to reaching these targets will be
very important.

We also strongly believe in innovation and the fiirther completion of our single
market. We would expect a clear commitment to a genuine FEuropean digital
economy, where we are clearly lagging significantly behind our competitors.

On trade, we believe that we must have ambitious and comprehensive agreements
with our partners, but that these agreements should also include binding clauses on
climate and environmental standards, economic and social goals.

We also call on you to commit the Commission to initiate legislation following the
adoption of every legislative initiative report.

In the same vein, in order to have an efficient and effective Commission for our
Group, it is essential to have politically solid, experienced and competent
Commissioners and a geographically balanced attribution of key portfolios. We
would . want to see a strong commitment on your side that the College of
Commissioners will be the one providing political direction and not the
administration. We would need also a clear commitment that you will work on
making the Commission’s administration more transparent, less bureaucratic and
more balanced, not only on the policy procedures but also when it comes to the
appointment and scrutiny of top administrative jobs.

We trust you will address our concerns, so that together we can embark on an
ambitious programme of renewal for the European Union.
Yours sincerely,

Dacian Ciolos

President of Renew Europe
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